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contribute towards a dispassionate discussion of the questions at
issue. The Member in charge of the Bill started bj remarking that
Government would have welcomed real criticism, but no reasonable
man or body of men could be influenced by speech and writing,
which, however vigorous in language, were entirely beside the point.
Government expected those who took the part of leaders of public
opinion to adhere to the first principles of reasoning! After this
pleasant reference to himself and his political associates, what could
Pherozeshah do, when he rose to move an amendment, but "seek
help and consolation in the reflection that human nature is so con-
stituted, that in a controversy, you are always convinced that your
opponents are always wanting in the very elements of reasoning if
you do not fall in with their views ? "
The amendment sought to put off the evil day by referring the
Bill for opinion to various officials, associations and individuals. It
was moved in a speech which dealt with merciless logic with all the
arguments advanced in favour of the measure. The mover did not
mince his words. In his opinion, the sinister object of the Bill was
to go back upon the solemn adjustment of rights sanctioned by
legislation years ago.
From amongst a certain confusion in the use of the words
* waste, unoccupied and forfeited lands,' the intention of the Bill
shoots out clear. It is to be a declaratory Act, establishing the
absolute right of the State as sole landlord of all soil in the
Presidency. Government seem to be taking a lesson from die
experiences of the war in South Africa. Frontal attacks are super-
seded in favour of flank movements, and this Bill may be des-
cribed as a flank movement by which the declaration of die sole
ownership may be quietly and effectively established and declared.
The amendment was supported by Gokhale in a powerful and
closely-reasoned speech. It was vehemently opposed, among others
by the Honourable Mr. Muir Mackenzie, who said:
How many of the gentlemen who have criticized the proposed
measure of the Government have spent any long portioa of their